WILTSHIRE LTA Press Release
LTA PRESIDENT BELIEVES FUTURE IS BRIGHT IN WILTSHIRE

Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) President Peter Bretherton has praised the development of the sport in Wiltshire, with more people now picking up a racket and playing in the county.

Peter Bretherton was speaking on a tour of the county in which he visited the Wiltshire Junior county Closed Championships held at Pewsey TC. 

Mr Bretherton presented prizes at the Wiltshire Junior County Closed tournament as well as presenting Calne TC with their Tennis Clubmark plaque to mark their achievement in meeting high standards demanded by sports clubs.
In the last year, Wiltshire has seen an increase in the number of Registered Places to Play as well as a massive increase in junior players competing regularly.  There are currently over 1000 young players competing in competitions across the County.
Peter Bretherton said: “The Lawn Tennis Association is committed to helping more people play tennis and there are signs in Wiltshire that this is happening.

“It’s fantastic to come here and see people picking up a racket and playing tennis. The standard of the tournaments I saw was high and it’s great to see young people so enthusiastic about playing the game.

“The facilities on offer to people who want to play the sport are superb and that’s down to support from the LTA. It’s one of the LTA’s priorities to invest in places to play and clubs like Pewsey Tennis Club have benefitted from that support in recent times.”

Julie Jones, Tennis Development Manager for Avon and Wiltshire, added: “Wiltshire LTA are delighted that LTA President Peter Bretherton has had an opportunity to meet a range of tennis people and has witnessed first-hand the good work and enthusiasm that exists at local places to play and by coaches. 

“We are also pleased that he has seen some of our top juniors performing and has had chance to meet with our key volunteers including his fellow presidents Sir Geoffrey Owen (Wiltshire LTA President) and Amanda Foxton (Pewsey TC President).”

The finalists in the Wiltshire County Closed came from a range of clubs across Wiltshire and the roll of honour can be found attached.
Notable achievements are:

Niamh Townsend from Next Generation, Swindon who won the 10U and 12U Girls Singles and was runner-up in the 10U Mixed Doubles.  
Recent Road To Wimbledon Champion, William Bissett from Devizes and University of Bath took both the Boys 14U and 16U Singles.  
Ema Lazic from Next Generation, Swindon won the 14U and 18U Girls Singles.

Please find attached the following photos:

Photo 2 - LTA President, Peter Bretherton, presents prizes to the 10U Singles & Doubles finalists 

Photo 3 -LTA President, Peter Bretherton, presents prizes to finalists at Junior County Closed

Photo 4 - LTA President, Peter Bretherton pictured at Pewsey TC with Wiltshire LTA President, Sir Geoffrey Owen and Pewsey TC President, Amanda Foxton
Photo 6 - LTA President, Peter Bretherton presenting Clubmark award to Calne Tennis Club

For more information please contact:

Julie Jones
LTA Tennis Development Manager

Julie.Jones@lta.org.uk
07949 512629
